Drug-induced pulmonary toxicity in a patient treated with mesalazine and azathioprine for ulcerative colitis.
We report a case of an 18-yr-old male with high-grade persistent fever, productive cough, malaise, diarrhea and associated abnormal findings on chest radiography. The patient suffered from ulcerative colitis receiving mesalazine and azathioprine. After a further and scrutinized work-up the diagnosis of drug-induced pulmonary toxicity was made. His condition was improved after discontinuing both drugs and the administration of corticosteroids. This is a rarely reported case of eosinophilic pneumonia. Although it has not been reported previously, the possibility of mesalazine and azathioprine synergism cannot be excluded. The clinical, aetiological, diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of the disease are discussed demonstrating the paramount importance of bronchoalveolar lavage in the diagnosis of this disorder. One should be aware of this entity in patients with inflammatory bowel disease.